When on December 23, 1966, at the age of 98 years, William Rush Dunton Jr., died in Baltimore, Maryland, both occupational therapy and rehabilitation lost one of their most distinguished founders.
To occupational therapists of the United States, Dr. Dunton was a founder of their national organization, the founder and for 25 years editor of their professional journal, author of 3 books on occupational therapy, and a leader in the establishment of guidelines of professional education and practice.
To occupational therapists of all countries William Rush Dunton has given a unique heritage -an eye witness history of the actual naming, definition of role, and the recognition of professional status of the profession of occupational therapy. For it was in the military hospitals of Canada and of the United States in the First World War, that occupational therapy as a profession, underwent its baptism of fire.
In the writings of Dr. Dunton we see combined, vision and an astute anticipation of the future, with practical knowledge and understanding of day by day problems. His faith in occupational therapy was deep and he believed in occupational therapists as people. He believed in the importance of standards of education and he distinguished between education and training. He warned that a profession should have no "back doors."
In 1960 on the occasion of Dr. Dunton's 92nd birthday, occupational therapists and physicians from around the world joined the American Occupational Therapy Association in paying tribute to him. The essence of many of those tributes were expressed in the words of Mary Black, O.T.R. of Nova Scotia, Canada, when she said:
"Because you helped us reach maturity with an understanding of the important difference between giving of material things and giving of oneself to our patients, and -Because of a hundred other reasons, we shall always love you and thank you."
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